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2 ARIEL LAWHON

ged cut on the arch of her left fcrot-an in.juw from when she ran

through the rock poois at low tide last rveek looking for anemones.

Grace loves the soft red-hued creatures, hor.,, they elistcn like bloodv
mushrooms u.hen ciclsed; then, once submerged rgain. bloom r.r.ith a

tentacled crown. Such a strange chiid, her mother sevs, al\,vavs run-
ning barefoot, cursing the rocks. Grace fe els the sting of salt water
in the cut. Ignores it, afraid to break her father's gaze. I(norvs that if
she blinks, he will send her back to the tolr.er house, to her mother.

T'he galiev boL.s bcside the quarl sails furled tight against the

masts. It locks antsy, like a child bouncing on the 'oalls of its f'eet,

ready to leave. There are ninenr lnen at oars, looking else'vrrhere.

suddenl.v curious about the slcv- and the clifls and the dirt beneatir

their fingernails. But their ears are tuned to the chieftain and his

daughter.'lelltale signs. Those bent heads and furrowed bror,vs.'I'he

oniy one -who dares to $.atch the spectacle is a boy of nine. Donal"

He is fbur years older than Grace ancl dark, like their father. Grace

has heard her mother complain that the boy should look more like

-\isline. like his o\r-n mother, tllat E6in O'Alallev shouldn't have re-
created hlnself quite so well in the bastard he made u'ith that village

eir1. Her rnother thinks it would be easier to look at Donal if he

didn't u-ear her husband's face. But all Grace sees when she looks at

her half brother is a boy rvho would happily trade places u.ith her.

She knows the sea is no friend to Donal. that he returns from everv

voyage green around the gills. And yet, E6in tries. Viith Donol, he

trres.

"Thke me with you." It's a tiny whisper, nearly lost in the wind
and spray rushing into the harbor.

"No," Eoin says, and he is angry nor.l.. Or perhaps ashamed. Quite
often. there is little difference betw.een the two.

But Grace is angry as well, and her chin wobbles, letting him
know.

"You'll be staying with your mother. As is right."
"lbu said-"
"I made no promises."

She shakes her head. "Isn't fair."

"Fair or not, that's how it's done. The sea is no place for a qirl."
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4 ARIEL LAY/HON

"Prepare to shove offl"
The call comes from on board. near the pro'rv, and the voice

sounds like rocks grinding together. It belongs to Sivne1,, her father's

first mate. I{e's aiw-ays been kind to Grace, but he doesn't look at her

now.

Donal collects the nrooring lines and loops them into a pile

on the deck. Steps back. Glances at Grace " Thke ?ily place, his eyes

implore, but his lips are pressed ti-eht,

"Shove offl" Her father gives the order, and fifteen oars on the

port side reach out and rest against the dock. "Push!"
l{iarnh groans and moves au,ay from the rocky outcropping.
'1\gainl"
'I'he oarsmen lean to the left, shoving the long v'ooden blades

asainst the dock, then repeat the process. Nou. l{iumb bobs far

enouqh au'ay tbr them to roru.

"Dt." It is no longer a plea, but an accusation, and Grace takes a

step fbrward, reaching tbr him.
E6in shakes his head. "I'm sorry-, Lrird."

Furious, Grace throv's the braid at his head. The sight seems to

startle him and he rcaches for it on instinct, but her hair is caught

by the wind and r,vhisked away, a red sail flapping in the sun for a

moment before it drops to the brackish \4rater, tendrils spreading,

soakinq, then sinkine.

A

-&Iaeve. \&'if'e and mother and-now-untangier of knots. She

winces as the cornb catches in what is ieft of her daughter's once-

beautiful hair.

"\41h1'f " 'N{aeve asks'

Riled by the u.ind and her furious march up the hill, Griimre's
curls must be wetted dorvn before they can be tamed. ,\faeve dips

the ivory tines into a pitcher, then r-uns them through the nor.r.-short

red strands. She combs, then litts to see what can be salvaged and

uhat must be trirnmed. Findine a jagged section, she holds it aloft
u.ith one hand, then snips 'w,ith her scissors, watchei bits of copper

THE I
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6 ARIEL LAWHON

Grdinne thinks about this for a moment. Puckers her iips. N[akes

a face in the mirror. And Maeve laughs at that, at the crossed eyes

and litde pink tongue poking out.

"Why can't girls go to sea?"

"Why would ].ou want to?"
Grdinne points to the narrow windolr. in the stone v'all where

two blue lines-one dark, one light-meet on the horizon. "Because

everything fun is out there. I don't \^.ant to stay.I want to g0."

Maeve is startied b), what she sees in the glav eyes that look back

at her. Somethine'lovely and wild and spirited lives within those

stormy depths. She l,l.ould expect nothing less frorn the daup;hter she

made s-ith E6in O'Malley. But there is something even deeper that

pleeds u ith her. A u,iidness Maeve has never encountered before.

She biinks first, then looks away from her daughteq unnerved.

Some s-omen are built for birthing. Broad-hipped and fertile.
trIaeve is not one of them. She has been pregnant a single time since

she wed E6in. The delivery u'as fraught and her bodv tells her in
whispers-that knouing every woman has-that there will never

be another child. Once she had a life as &Iargaret McConaughey,

but nou- this house, this child, is her life. Now all she has is Eoin
and Gr6inne. Both of thern wild and unruly and in need of constant

rnanagement. IIer daup;hter, it seems, will require a great deal more
than her husband.

Maeve pulls the girl close so that Gra-inne's cheek rests against

the nubb,v weave of her apron, then brushes the hair a'lvay from her
little face. Kisses the top of her head. Lifts a shorn curl and twists it
around her index finger. It is an effort not to cry. FIer hair- had truly
been beautiful.

"Prornise me 116g will never do this again."
6(!Vav)"

"Because men u'ill never respect you if vou try to be like thern."

Gr6inne lifts her head and meets her mother's gaze. "'lhen how
will they respect me?"

"'Ihey won't," Nfaeve say,s w-ith a shrug. Then she takes her'

daughter's face in her hands and brings it close. Lrntil their noses

touch and their breath mingles. "Not unless you make them."

Some days lateq E6in retur
sion. A good haul of smoket

barrels. It is easy enough to r

it will go on to Spein, mosd

for Atlantic fish of late. fle'
skins: deer, sheep, rabbit an
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the hearth-snoring dreadi

her limp outstretched hend
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scrubbed and floors s\rept. a

in approvai until he sees fre
Remembers hox'it rested in
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he passes through the Grra
nooden tabie uiped clean a
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ber, moving closer to uhere
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asked him to build one made of feathers, he would kill a drousand

seagulls with his bare hands and pluck their plumage until his fin-
gers bled. E6in was past twenty when his father arranged t-he mar-
riage and was stunned when he saw her at their betrothal dinner.

Stunned and pleased and more than a litde flustered. And not only
because of her beauty. Maeve was nothing like the village girls he'd

known. And, yes, bedded. He regrets that norar Regrets that he came

to his marriage with a son already. What he regrets most, howeveq

is that no one-not even him-thought to tell Maeve about Donal
until after they wed and she moved to Clare Island and into this

tower as Bean an Ti-asLady of the House. Aisling had taken that
moment to claim her right of acknowledgment and brought the boy
to him. Still a tachruin,barely able to walk.

Above them lies the garret, separated into two small rooms
beneath the slate roof. One for Grace, and the other for Donal. But
E6in does not allow the boy to occupy his own room. That is the
only amends he can make to his wife. Though Donal spends his

waking hours here in the tower or at sea with E6in, he is sent home

every night into the village to be with his mother. It is cruel for all
of them. He wishes now that someone had bothered to tell him that,
though his marriage would be arranged, he might look at a girl one

September day in Liscannor and fall in love on sight. He wishes that
someone had bothered to tell him that he would come to regret
bedding any vroman before his wife.

Regret, it seems, is the burden of being Chief of the Name of the

clan O'Malley. He isTlte O'Malley-a tide that can onlybe held by
a single man at any given time, a tide that gives him the power to
make treaties, declare war, and collect rents from those who live on
his lands. A power he fought to earn and has killed to keep.

E6in peels off more of his clothing, dropping it to the woven

mats as he moves from privy chamber into bedchamber. Once at the
door, he stands and watches his wife.

Maeve is a messy sleepeq sprawled out in the blankets, hair loose

around her shoulders, arrns akimbo. No matter, he'll wrap them
around himself soon enough. She wears only her leiie andhe wishes

for more light so he might glimpse her form beneath the thin fab-
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